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MY OTHER LIFE: JC VAZQUEZ AND "FUTBOL"
August 3, 2012 by JoLynne Lyon

Diego, JC Jr., JC the dad and Julian Vazquez have make soccer a shared passion.

Today's feature is JC Vazquez, whose other life as a soccer player began when he was a boy in Mexico. Last season it brought the team he
coaches into contact with Real Salt Lake players. "Our team was selected to walk in holding hands with the players and sing the National
Anthem in the middle of the stadium," he said. "It truly was a fantastic experience for all the children."
Q: You have had your own soccer career, haven't you? Tell me about that, and how it influenced your life. What was your favorite thing
about it?
A: I grew up in Mexico City and soccer or “futbol” is a second religion there. I inherited the passion from my father and older brothers. I come
from a family of nine where I am the youngest on the boy’s side. My other four brothers played as well, so I wanted to do what they did. I
stayed with the sport throughout my upbringing and got the opportunity to get “very good at it” to the point that I ended up playing semi‑
professional soccer at age 16. I played at that level for four years. It truly had a very positive influence in my life. I enjoyed the sport so much
that it kept me away from other distractions. It gave me confidence with school as I had to juggle a demanding calendar with soccer
practices, games and school. The favorite part of playing was the fact that I had the opportunity to meet a lot of great people, from players
to coaches and other administrators. I had the opportunity to travel and get to know many places as well.
Q: Now you're a coach. What age groups do you work with? How does the sport influence your players' lives?

A: I enjoy coaching very much because it provides me the opportunity to interact with my children and their friends. I coached my three
boys, JC age 13, Julian age 11 and Diego age 6. The three of them also inherited the passion for “futbol.” As a coach I talked to all kids about
the importance of other activities besides soccer. Soccer is only a part of who they are. Soccer is a way of becoming a better individual in

society. I tried to teach them many of the things I learned from many coaches I had. But ultimately, I teach them to enjoy the game and the
parallels of soccer with life.
Both of my older boys, JC Jr. and Julian are part of the Olympic Development Program in Utah in their respective age category. JC Jr.
recently was selected among the top 18 players in the state of Utah to train in a regional camp in McMinville, Oregon.
Q: How does coaching

compare to playing? What do you like about it? What are the challenges? What makes it worth your time?
A: Coaching is harder, because as a coach you have to know how to communicate principles of the game to young players. It is like speaking
another language where you are fluent and the task is to teach other kids to speak it. I am a passionate coach and the boys get the “best” of
me. I played with them and my wife says that I become like a little child when I am around them. I like to see children coming to practice to
learn and enjoy. It is great to see the level of commitment and determination. It has been my privilege to see so many young children
progress and become great players. The challenges of coaching are when adults get in the way. The politics, jealousy, and negative
competition that occurs at this level is the major challenge. However, all of it is worth it when you see the face of satisfaction of many
children as they learn a principle, as they win games, tournaments and make friends that will last a lifetime.

